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B | Animal cognition and communication — approaching to the evolution of language
ZEME | Faculty of Language — the ability to use language — is one of the features peculiar to human. We, human beings, acquire our first language(s) without being explicitly
taught, no matter what language(s) we (or rather, babies) are acquiring, regardless of the social situation they are in. Animals other than human, of course, communic
ate with each other, using the signals such as sound and gesture — but is it comparable to our “language”? If not, what is the difference?
In this course, students will (i) learn what kind of cognitive and communicative abilities animals (vertebrates) possess, (ii) discuss the evolution of language, and (iii)
learn to discuss sophisticated topics in English. Students will read the course materials assigned for the week, sit in the class for the lecture/review, and then engag
e in discussion as a small group in English. Students are expected to be actively engaged in discussion and be a good listener. By the end of the course, students will
be familiar with the topics in question, and confident in reading, listening, and speaking in English.
No prior experience with discussion in English is needed. No background knowledge of biology or linguistics needed. The course materials are written for sophisticat
ed general population.
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BREODT|FEEB M| 1. Read academic materials in English and obtain a deep understanding.
2. Actively engage in academic conversation of a small group, using newly learned vocabulary and knowledge.
3. Learn the features of the cognitive and communicative abilities of animals, and understand the difference from the language faculty of human'’s.
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ERERPEEDNE Forthe "Lecture” weeks: students should read the materials beforehand and work on the homework, which they should hand in at the beginning of the class.
For the “Listening & Speaking Test” weeks: students will be randomly grouped in a small group, and discuss the topics related to the course materials. Students shoul
d review the contents of the materials before the tests.
The expected preparation for the class would take two hours per week.
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R RTE | Week 1: Guidance, orientation
Week 2: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 143-149 Overview of animal cognition and communication
Week 3: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 149-156 Animal cognitive capabilities and intelligence
Week 4: Discussion and Review
Week 5: Listening & Speaking Test #1
Week 6: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 156-163 Social intelligence and animal culture
Week 7: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 164-171 Inter-species communication
Week 8: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 171-179 Summary of animal cognition, and overview of animal communication
Week 9: Discussion and Review
Week 10: Listening & Speaking Test #2
Week 11: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 179-185 Phonological and syntactic phenomena in animal communication
Week 12: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 186—194 Semantics and the meaning of animal signals
Week 13: Lecture — Ch 4, pp. 194-202 The evolution of “honest” communication: a fundamental problem
Week 14: Discussion and Review
Week 15: Listening & Speaking Test #3
# #13& | Chapter 4 “Animal cognition and communication” of Fitch, W. Tecumseh. 2010. The Evolution of Language. Cambridge University Press. pp. 143-202.
Course materials will be available on CourseN@avi.
$ % Bk | Related course materials will be distributed in class.
BRARFEAE 75 3% | Homework assignment (8 times; hand in in the lecture classes) 50%
Listening & Speaking Test (3 times) 50%
% - BB URL | Students will discuss topics in a small group (Round Robin).
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